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but the couple could not afford the expense. Anna Grigori-
evna agreed to let her husband go alone on condition that he
send her news of his health every day.
Upon his arrival in Moscow Dostoevsky was welcomed
and entertained by the Slavophiles. The intellectual circles
awaited with feverish impatience the opening of the parlia-
ment of letters that was set for May 26, Pushkin's birthday,
but the death of the empress shortly before this date post-
poned it for a two-week period of official mourning. Dosto-
evsky wanted to return to Staraya Russa to work and attend
to his family affairs, but his friends told him that his de-
parture would be regarded as desertion. "People would say
that I lack the civic courage to neglect my personal affairs in
the face of such an important event," he wrote to his wife.
His presence was all the more indispensable because it gave
him the opportunity of defending publicly the idea of a
"European Russia," for which he had fought for thirty years.
"The other camp (Turgenev, Kovalevsky and almost all the
members of the university)," he wrote, "are bent upon di-
minishing the importance of Pushkin as the personification
of Russia by rejecting the very idea of nationality. On our
side we have only I. S. Aksakov to take up the challenge.
. . . But Aksakov is old, and Moscow has had enough of
him." Thus Dostoevsky decided to stay, but he was not sure
that he would have enough money to pay his hotel bill. He
was told that the municipality would pay all his expenses, but
this suggestion upset him. "And I, who dissatisfied with my
coffee, have sent it back twice to ask for a stronger brew!
In the restaurant they must have said I can afford to be diffi-
cult, considering that it doesn't cost me anything."
News came from St. Petersburg that the dedication of the
monument had been postponed till the beginning of June.